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(57) ABSTRACT

An image forming apparatus includes: a receiving unit; a
printing unit; a power feed unit including a non-power
saving mode and a power saving mode, the power feed unit
configured to change the mode; an input unit configured to
receive an input of a switching instruction; a switching unit
configured to switch the mode from the non-power saving
mode to the power saving mode when a stop condition is
satisfied, the switching unit configured to switch the mode
when the switching instruction is input; and a change unit
configured to change the stop condition to a second condi-
tion which is more likely not to be satisfied than a first
condition, after the mode is changed from the non-power
saving mode to the power saving mode and when the mode
is switched from the power saving mode to the non-power
saving mode by the switching instruction.

3 Claims, 10 Drawing Sheets
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1
IMAGE FORMING APPARATUS AND IMAGE
READING APPARATUS

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

The present application claims priority from Japanese
Patent Application No. 2011-041198, which was filed on
Feb. 28, 2011, the disclosure of which is herein incorporated
by reference in its entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to an image forming appa-
ratus and an image reading apparatus having a power saving
mode that reduces power consumption. More particularly,
the present invention relates to an image forming apparatus
and an image reading apparatus that cut the supply of power
to a communication unit in a power saving mode.

BACKGROUND

Apparatuses treating images, such as image forming
apparatuses or image reading apparatuses, have been pro-
posed which stop some functions while being used and
change the mode to the power saving mode which reduces
power consumption, in order to reduce power consumption.

For example, Patent Document 1 discloses an image
forming apparatus which changes the mode to the power
saving mode when an unused state is maintained for a
predetermined period of time or more. In addition, Patent
Document 1 discloses a technique that cuts the supply of
power to a communication interface for communication with
an external apparatus in the power saving mode.

RELATED ART DOCUMENT
Patent Document

[Patent Document 1] JP-A-2001-345980

SUMMARY

However, the apparatus according to the related art has the
following problems. That is, conditions for changing to the
power saving mode need to be improved. For example,
when the supply of power to the communication interface
for communication with the external apparatus is cut in the
power saving mode, communication with the external appa-
ratus is unavailable and it is difficult to receive a job.
Therefore, in order to input a job to the apparatus which is
changed to the power saving mode, the user needs to move
to the apparatus, cancel the power saving mode, return to the
external apparatus, and input an instruction to transmit a job.
In this case, when a stop condition for changing to the power
saving mode is likely to be satisfied, the apparatus is
changed to the power saving mode again before the user
inputs a job. As a result, it takes a lot of time and effort for
the user to input a job. On the other hand, when the stop
condition for changing to the power saving mode is less
likely to be satisfied, a chance to operate the apparatus in the
power saving mode is reduced, which makes it difficult to
reduce power consumption.

The invention has been made in order to solve the
problems of the apparatus according to the related art. That
is, an object of the invention is to provide an image forming
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apparatus and an image reading apparatus capable of effec-
tively switching the mode between a power saving mode and
a non-power saving mode.

According to an aspect of the present invention, there is
provided an image forming apparatus comprising: a receiv-
ing unit that is configured to receive print data transmitted
from an external apparatus; a printing unit that is configured
to print the print data received by the receiving unit; a power
feed unit that includes a non-power saving mode in which
power is supplied to the receiving unit and a power saving
mode in which no power is supplied to the receiving unit, the
power feed unit configured to change the mode to control the
supply of power to the receiving unit; an input unit that is
configured to receive an input of a switching instruction to
switch the mode of the power feed unit from the power
saving mode to the non-power saving mode; a switching unit
that is configured to switch the mode of the power feed unit
from the non-power saving mode to the power saving mode
when a stop condition which stops the supply of power to the
receiving unit is satisfied, the switching unit configured to
switch the mode of the power feed unit from the power
saving mode to the non-power saving mode when the
switching instruction is input by the input unit; and a change
unit that is configured to change the stop condition to a
second condition which is more likely not to be satisfied than
a first condition which is used before the mode is changed
to the power saving mode, after the mode of the power feed
unit is changed from the non-power saving mode to the
power saving mode and when the mode of the power feed
unit is switched from the power saving mode to the non-
power saving mode by the switching instruction.

The image forming apparatus according to the first aspect
of the invention has the power saving mode and the non-
power saving mode as the modes for controlling the supply
of power to the receiving unit. In addition, the image
forming apparatus has at least two stop conditions for
changing the mode from the non-power saving mode to the
power saving mode. Of the two stop modes, the second
condition is less likely to be satisfied than the first condition.
When the mode is switched from the power saving mode to
the non-power saving mode, the image forming apparatus
changes the stop condition from the first condition to the
second condition.

That is, in the image forming apparatus according to the
first aspect of the invention, the stop condition is the first
condition before the mode is switched to the power saving
mode. The stop condition is changed to the second condition
which is less likely to be satisfied than the first condition
when the mode is switched from the power saving mode to
the non-power saving mode. In this way, after the user inputs
a switching instruction to switch the mode from the power
saving mode to the non-power saving mode, the possibility
of the mode returning to the power saving mode again is
reduced. As a result, it is possible to gain time until the user
inputs an instruction to transmit print data. Since the stop
condition for changing to the power saving mode is the first
condition at the beginning, the possibility of the mode being
changed to the power saving mode is high, which contrib-
utes to reducing power consumption.

The image forming apparatus according to the first aspect
of the invention may further include an operation unit that
receives an operation from a user. The stop condition may be
that the length of a non-use time defined by a duration for
which the printing unit does not perform printing or a
duration for which the printing unit does not perform
printing and the operation unit does not receive the operation
from the user is equal to or more than a predetermined
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period of time. The predetermined period of time of the
second condition may be longer than that of the first con-
dition. As in this structure, it is preferable to define the
condition for changing to the power saving mode using the
non-use time, in order to reduce power consumption.

The second condition may be not satisfied at least until the
printing unit performs a printing operation. In addition, the
second condition may be nothing (the second condition is
maintained until the power supply is reset). According to this
structure, it is possible to reduce the time and effort required
for the user to operate the apparatus.

The image forming apparatus according to the first aspect
of the invention may further include a setting unit that sets
at least one of the first condition and the second condition
according to the operation of the user. According to this
structure, it is possible to change the conditions according to
the operation of the user and thus improve convenience.

When the switching instruction is input by the input unit,
the setting unit may set the second condition according to the
operation of the user. The user who cancels the power saving
mode sets a necessary condition. In this way, user conve-
nience is improved. For example, when the stop condition is
based on the length of the non-use time and the threshold
time of the first condition is a predetermined period of time,
the second condition may be that the time which is extended
from the predetermined period of time and is acquired by the
user is the threshold time.

In the image forming apparatus according to the first
aspect of the invention, when the stop condition is changed
to the second condition and the printing unit prints the print
data, the change unit may change the stop condition from the
second condition to the first condition. After printing ends,
it is preferable to return the stop condition to the first
condition, in order to reduce power consumption.

The image forming apparatus according to the first aspect
of the invention may further include an identifying unit that
identifies the user who inputs the switching instruction and
a determining unit that determines the user who has the print
data received by the receiving unit. When the stop condition
is changed to the second condition and the printing unit
prints the print data, the determining unit may determine the
user of the print data and the change unit may change the
stop condition from the second condition to the first condi-
tion on condition that the determined user is identical to the
user identified by the identifying unit. Since the user who
switches the mode to the non-power saving mode and the
user of the print data are checked, it is possible to avoid the
mode from being switched to the power saving mode by a
print instruction from a third party (users other than the user
who switches the mode to the non-power saving mode).

According to a second aspect of the invention, an image
forming apparatus includes: a receiving unit that receives
print data transmitted from an external apparatus; a printing
unit that prints the print data received by the receiving unit;
a power feed unit that includes a non-power saving mode in
which power is supplied to the receiving unit and a power
saving mode in which no power is supplied to the receiving
unit and changes the mode to control the supply of power to
the receiving unit; an input unit that receives an input of a
switching instruction to switch the mode of the power feed
unit from the power saving mode to the non-power saving
mode; a switching unit that switches the mode of the power
feed unit from the non-power saving mode to the power
saving mode when a stop condition which stops the supply
of power to the receiving unit is satisfied and switches the
mode of the power feed unit from the power saving mode to
the non-power saving mode when the switching instruction
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is input by the input unit; and a change unit that changes the
stop condition to a fourth condition which is more likely to
be satisfied than a third condition used after the mode is
changed to the non-power saving mode, when the mode of
the power feed unit is switched from the power saving mode
to the non-power saving mode by the switching unit and the
printing unit prints the print data.

That is, the image forming apparatus according to the
second aspect of the invention has at least two stop condi-
tions for switching the mode from the non-power saving
mode to the power saving mode. In the image forming
apparatus, after the mode is switched from the power saving
mode to the non-power saving mode and the print data is
printed, the stop condition is changed. Specifically, the
fourth condition used after the mode is changed is more
likely to be satisfied than the third condition used when the
mode is changed to the non-power saving mode. In this way,
after the printing of print data with the mode returning to the
non-power saving mode ends, it is possible to rapidly return
the mode to the power saving mode and thus further reduce
power consumption. Since the mode rapidly returns to the
power saving mode after the printing of print data with the
mode returning to the non-power saving mode ends, an
influence on a reduction in power consumption is small even
when the third condition used immediately after the mode
returns to the non-power saving mode is less likely to be
satisfied. Therefore, since the third condition is less likely to
be satisfied, it can be expected to gain time until the user
inputs an instruction to transmit print data.

According to a third aspect of the invention, an image
reading apparatus includes: a receiving unit that receives a
scan instruction transmitted from an external apparatus; a
reading unit that reads a document in response to the scan
instruction received by the receiving unit; a power feed unit
that includes a non-power saving mode in which power is
supplied to the receiving unit and a power saving mode in
which no power is supplied to the receiving unit and changes
the mode to control the supply of power to the receiving
unit; an input unit that receives an input of a switching
instruction to switch the mode of the power feed unit from
the power saving mode to the non-power saving mode; a
switching unit that switches the mode of the power feed unit
from the non-power saving mode to the power saving mode
when a stop condition which stops the supply of power to the
receiving unit is satisfied and switches the mode of the
power feed unit from the power saving mode to the non-
power saving mode when the switching instruction is input
by the input unit; and a change unit that changes the stop
condition to a second condition which is more likely not to
be satisfied than a first condition used before the mode is
changed to the power saving mode, after the mode of the
power feed unit is changed from the non-power saving mode
to the power saving mode and when the mode of the power
feed unit is switched from the power saving mode to the
non-power saving mode by the switching instruction.

According to a fourth aspect of the invention, an image
reading apparatus includes: a receiving unit that receives a
scan instruction transmitted from an external apparatus; a
reading unit that reads a document in response to the scan
instruction received by the receiving unit; a power feed unit
that includes a non-power saving mode in which power is
supplied to the receiving unit and a power saving mode in
which no power is supplied to the receiving unit and changes
the mode to control the supply of power to the receiving
unit; an input unit that receives an input of a switching
instruction to switch the mode of the power feed unit from
the power saving mode to the non-power saving mode; a
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switching unit that switches the mode of the power feed unit
from the non-power saving mode to the power saving mode
when a stop condition which stops the supply of power to the
receiving unit is satisfied and switches the mode of the
power feed unit from the power saving mode to the non-
power saving mode when the switching instruction is input
by the input unit; and a change unit that changes the stop
condition to a fourth condition which is more likely to be
satisfied than a third condition used after the mode is
changed to the non-power saving mode, when the mode of
the power feed unit is switched from the power saving mode
to the non-power saving mode by the switching unit and the
reading unit reads the document.

According to the invention, it is possible to achieve an
image forming apparatus and an image reading apparatus
capable of effectively switching the mode between the
power saving mode and the non-power saving mode.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Tlustrative aspects of the invention will be described in
detail with reference to the following figures wherein:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view illustrating the outward
appearance of an MFP according to an embodiment;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating the electrical struc-
ture of the MFP shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a perspective view illustrating the structure of a
power feed control system;

FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating the relation between
various kinds of modes and power feed conditions;

FIG. 5 is a flowchart illustrating the procedure of a mode
switching process according to a first aspect;

FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating an example of a time
extension setting screen;

FIG. 7 is a flowchart illustrating the procedure of a mode
switching process according to a second aspect;

FIG. 8 is a diagram illustrating an example of a user
setting screen;

FIG. 9 is a flowchart illustrating the procedure of a mode
switching process according to a third aspect; and

FIG. 10 is a flowchart illustrating the procedure of a mode
switching process according to a fourth aspect.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXEMPLARY
EMBODIMENTS OF THE PRESENT
INVENTION

Hereinafter, an apparatus according to an exemplary
embodiment of the invention will be described in detail with
reference to the accompanying drawings. This embodiment
of the invention is applied to a multi-function peripheral
(MFP) having a power saving mode for reducing power
consumption.

[Structure of MFP]

As shown in FIG. 1, an MFP 100 includes an image
forming unit 1 (an example of a printing unit) that prints an
image on a sheet and an image reading unit 2 (an example
of a reading unit) that reads a document. The image forming
type of the image forming unit 1 may be an electrophoto-
graphic type or an ink-jet type. The image forming unit 1
may form a color image or just a monochrome image.

The MFP 100 has an operation panel 40 (an example of
an operation unit) having a button group 41 including
various kinds of buttons (for example, buttons, such as a
start key, a stop key, and numeric keys) and a display unit 42,
which is a liquid crystal display, provided on the front side

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

6

thereof. The button group 41 or the display unit 42 can
display an operating state or it can be used by the user to
input an operation.

In particular, the button group 41 of the operation panel 40
includes a cancellation key 43 (an example of an input unit)
for cancelling the power saving mode. When the user
presses the cancellation key 43 while the MFP 100 operates
in the power saving mode, the mode related to power supply
is changed from the power saving mode to the ready mode.
Various kinds of modes will be described below.
[Electrical Structure of MFP]

Next, the electrical structure of the MFP 100 will be
described. As shown in FIG. 2, the MFP 100 has a control
unit 30 including a CPU 31, a ROM 32, a RAM 33, an
NVRAM (non-volatile RAM) 34, an ASIC 35, a network
interface 36, and a FAX interface 38.

The ROM 32 stores, for example, various kinds of control
programs for controlling the MFP 100, image processing
programs, various kinds of settings, and initial values. The
RAM 33 is used as a work area in which various kinds of
control programs are read or a storage area which tempo-
rarily stores the image data of the document read by the
image reading unit 2 or image data transmitted through the
network interface 36. The NVRAM 34 is non-volatile stor-
age means and is used as a storage area that stores, for
example, various kinds of settings or image data.

The ASIC 35 is electrically connected to, for example, the
image forming unit 1, the image reading unit 2, and the
operation panel 40. For example, the ASIC 35 acquires the
signals of image data from the image reading unit 2. In
addition, the ASIC 35 outputs signals for creating a desired
image to the image forming unit 1. The ASIC 35 receives the
signals of various kinds of buttons input to the button group
41. The ASIC 35 outputs the signals of content to be
displayed on the display unit 42.

The CPU 31 (an example of a switching unit, a change
unit, a setting unit, an identifying unit, and a determining
unit) performs operations for implementing various kinds of
functions of the IMFP 100, such as an image reading
function, an image forming function, and a power feed
control function and has a key role in the control of the
apparatus. The CPU 31 controls various components of the
MEFP 100 through the IASIC 35 according to the control
program read from the ROM 32 while storing the processing
result in the RAM 33 or the NVRAM 34.

The network interface 36 (an example of a receiving unit)
is connected to a network 300 and can perform data com-
munication with another information processing apparatus
(for example, a PC 200 having a printer driver 21 for the
MEFP 100 incorporated thereinto) through the network inter-
face 36. The FAX interface 38 is connected to a public line
and can perform data communication with, for example, an
external FAX through the FAX interface 38.

[Power Feed Control]

Next, the power feed control of the MFP 100 will be
described. As shown in FIG. 3, the MFP 100 includes, as a
power feed control system 50 (an example of a power feed
unit), a power supply unit 51, a switch circuit 52 that
distributes power supplied from the power supply unit 51 to
each component of the MFP 100, and a power feed control
unit 53 that controls the turning-on or turning-off of various
kinds of switches of the switch circuit 52.

The power supply unit 51 is connected to, for example, a
commercial power supply or a battery, includes a circuit that
converts power from the power supply into appropriate
power, and supplies the converted power to various com-
ponents of the MFP 100. The switch circuit 52 performs a
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switching operation to determine whether to supply power to
various components of the MFP 100 according to the mode.
Specifically, the MFP 100 includes various kinds of power
supply lines, such as a power supply line to the image
forming unit 1 or the image reading unit 2, a power supply
line to the control unit 30, a power supply line to the
operation panel 40 except for the cancellation key 43, and a
power supply line to the cancellation key 43. The switch
circuit 52 switches the turning-on or turning-off of power
supply to various kinds of power supply lines.

Next, the modes of the power feed control system 50 will
be described. The power feed control system 50 includes the
ready mode (an example of a non-power saving mode) in
which an image can be read or printed, data can be trans-
mitted or received, and an operation can be received through
the operation panel, the sleep mode in which data can be
transmitted or received, an operation can be received
through the operation panel, and an image cannot be read or
printed, and the power saving mode in which the reading or
printing of an image, the transmission or reception of data,
and the reception of an operation through the operation
panel are unavailable and only the reception of the cancel-
lation key 43 is available. The cancellation key 43 is for
inputting an instruction to change the sleep mode or the
power saving mode to the ready mode. In the ready mode,
the pressing of the cancellation key 43 is disregarded.

FIG. 4 shows the relation between various kinds of modes
and power feed conditions. In FIG. 4, symbol “O” indicates
that power is supplied and symbol “x” indicates that no
power is supplied. As shown in FIG. 4, in the ready mode,
power is supplied to all of the image forming unit 1, the
image reading unit 2, the control unit 30, and the operation
panel 40 such that a printing operation or a scanning
operation can be performed. Immediately after the MFP 100
starts, it operates in the ready mode. In the ready mode,
when conditions for changing to the sleep mode are satisfied,
the mode is changed to the sleep mode.

In the sleep mode, the supply of power to the image
forming unit 1 and the image reading unit 2 is cut. That is,
the supply of power to a fixing device or an image sensor
having large power consumption is cut to reduce power
consumption. The supply of power to the control unit 30 or
the operation panel 40 is maintained, and instructions or jobs
are received from the user. In the sleep mode, when condi-
tions for changing to the power saving mode are satisfied,
the mode is changed to the power saving mode. When
conditions for changing to the ready mode are satisfied, the
mode is changed to the ready mode.

In the power saving mode, the supply of power to the
image forming unit 1, the image reading unit 2, the control
unit 30, and the operation panel 40 is cut. That is, since the
supply of power to the network interface 36 and the FAX
interface 38 is also cut, the transmission or reception of data
is unavailable. In addition, it is difficult to receive operations
other than the cancellation key 43 of the operation panel 40.
In this way, power consumption is less than that in the sleep
mode. On the other hand, the supply of power to the
cancellation key 43 is maintained. That is, the cancellation
key 43 is controlled by a circuit different from the control
unit 30 and receives an input from the user in the power
saving mode. In the power saving mode, when the cancel-
lation key 43 is pressed, the mode is changed to the ready
mode.

The power feed control unit 53 inputs a signal for turning
on or off the supply of power to various kinds of power
supply lines to the switch circuit 52 in the operation mode
of the MFP 100. The power feed control unit 53 is directly
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supplied with power from the power supply unit 51 and
operates even in the power saving mode. Therefore, even in
the power saving mode, the power feed control unit 53 can
monitor an input to the cancellation key 43 and control the
switch circuit 52.

[Mode Switching Process]

[First Aspect]

Next, the procedure of a mode switching process (an
example, a switching unit, a change unit, and a setting unit)
for implementing the mode switching operation will be
described with reference to the flowchart shown in FIG. 5.
The mode switching process is performed by the CPU 31
when the main power supply of the MFP 100 is changed
from an off state to an on state.

In a first aspect, first, the MFP 100 initializes an extended
time o to 0 (S101). The extended time « is used for
conditions (stop conditions) for changing to the power
saving mode. Then, the mode is changed to the ready mode
and the supply of power to various components of the MFP
100 starts (S102). Then, a timer T that measures the time
(hereinafter, referred to as non-use time) for which the MFP
100 is not used (the duration for which no printing, reading,
and panel operations are performed) is initialized to 0 and
the timer T starts to measure time (S103)

Then, it is determined whether the MFP is in an unused
state in which no printing, reading, and panel operations are
performed (S104). When the MFP is in the unused state
(S104: YES), it is determined whether the value of the timer
T is equal to or more than a threshold time Th1 (S105). That
is, it is determined whether the non-use time reaches the
threshold time Th1. When the non-use time does not reach
the threshold time Thl (S105: NO), the process returns to
Step S104.

When the non-use time reaches the threshold time Thl
(S105: YES), the mode is changed to the sleep mode (S106).
That is, the supply of power to the image forming unit 1 and
the image reading unit 2 is cut. Then, it is continuously
determines whether the MFP is in the unused state (S107).
When the MFP is in the unused state (S107: YES), it is
determined whether the value of the timer T is equal to or
more than the sum of a threshold time Th2 and the extended
time o (S108). The threshold time Th2 is longer than the
threshold time Thl. The extended time o is 0 in the modes
other than the power saving mode. When the non-use time
does not reach the sum of the threshold time Th2 and the
extended time o (S108: NO), the process returns to Step
S107.

When the non-use time reaches the sum of the threshold
time Th2 and the extended time a (S108: YES), the mode is
changed to the power saving mode (S109). That is, the
supply of power to the operation panel 40 except for the
control unit 30 and the cancellation key 43 is cut.

After Step S109, it is determined whether the cancellation
key 43 is pressed (S110). When the cancellation key 43 is
not pressed (S110: NO), the MFP waits for the pressing of
the cancellation key 43 by the user.

When the cancellation key 43 is pressed (S110: YES), the
supply of power to the control unit 30 and the operation
panel 40 is resumed and a time extension setting screen is
displayed on the display unit 42 (S111). On the time exten-
sion setting screen, as shown in FIG. 6, the extended time
from the non-use time required to change to the power
saving mode is set. The set time is the extended time o
(S112). In addition, a cancellation condition for resetting the
extended time « is set. The cancellation condition includes
three conditions, that is, the execution of printing, the
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execution of reading, and the execution of a panel operation.
The user sets the cancellation condition, if needed.

After the extended time is set, the process returns to Step
S102 and the mode is changed to the ready mode. That is,
the supply of power to the image forming unit 1 and the
image reading unit 2 is resumed. After the power supply is
resumed, the extended time a set in Step S112 is used to
determine whether the mode is changed to the power saving
mode in Step S108. In this way, the length of the non-use
time required to change to the power saving mode is longer
than that before the mode is changed to the power saving
mode. When an extended time of 0 is input on the time
extension setting screen, the length of the non-use time
required to change to the power saving mode is equal to that
before the mode is changed to the power saving mode.

On the other hand, when it is determined in Step S104 or
S107 that the MFP is not in the unused state, that is, when
any one of printing, reading, and a panel operation is
performed (S104: NO, S107: NO), it is determined whether
the cancellation condition set on the time extension setting
screen in Step S111 is satisfied (S121). For example, when
the cancellation condition is the execution of printing, it is
determined whether printing has been performed.

When the cancellation condition is satisfied (S121: YES),
the process returns to Step S101. The extended time « is
reset and the mode is changed to the ready mode. In this way,
a stop condition returns to the condition during startup.
When the cancellation condition is not satisfied (S121: NO),
the process returns to Step S102. The extended time a is not
reset and the mode is changed to the ready mode. Before the
mode is changed to the power saving mode, the cancellation
condition is not set. Therefore, the cancellation condition is
not satisfied.

When a plurality of cancellation conditions are set and at
least one of the cancellation conditions is satisfied in Step
121, it is determined that the cancellation conditions are
satisfied. Therefore, when the user wants to reset the
extended time a to the initial value and accelerate power
saving, it is preferable to set many cancellation conditions.
When no cancellation condition is set on the time extension
setting screen, the mode is changed to the power saving
mode again and the extended time a is not reset until the
cancellation condition is set. Therefore, when printing or
reading is reliably performed, the cancellation conditions
may not be set.

As described above, in the mode switching process
according to the first aspect, when the mode returns from the
power saving mode, it is possible to set the extended time o
and increase the length of the non-use time required to
change to the power saving mode. Therefore, the possibility
that a condition (second condition) for a change to the power
saving mode will be satisfied after the mode returns to the
power saving mode is less than the possibility that a con-
dition (first condition) for a change to the power saving
mode will be satisfied before the mode is changed to the
power saving mode. Therefore, after the user changes the
mode from the power saving mode to the ready mode, it is
possible to gain time until the user inputs, for example, an
instruction to transmit print data and the possibility of the
mode returning to the power saving mode again is low.

Since the stop condition when the mode is changed to the
power saving mode during startup is the first condition in
which the extended time . is 0, the possibility of the mode
being changed to the power saving mode is high. After the
cancellation conditions are satisfied, the extended time o is
reset and the stop condition returns to the first condition.
Therefore, this contributes to reducing power consumption.
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[Second Aspect]

Next, the procedure of a second aspect of the mode
switching process (an example of a switching unit, a change
unit, a setting unit, an identifying unit, and a determining
unit) will be described with reference to the flowchart shown
in FIG. 7. In the second aspect, when the user who cancels
the power saving mode is identical to the user who inputs a
job thereafter, a change to the power saving mode is allowed.
This is the difference from the first aspect in which the stop
condition is changed by the addition of the extended time .
The same steps as those in the first aspect are denoted by the
same reference numerals and a description thereof will not
be repeated.

In the second aspect, first, the MFP 100 turns off a
cancellation flag (S201). The cancellation flag is used for the
stop condition. Then, the mode is changed to the ready mode
and the supply of power to various components of the MFP
100 starts (S102). Then, the timer T that measures the time
for which the MFP 100 is not used is initialized to 0 and the
timer T starts to measure time (S103).

Then, it is determined whether the MFP 100 is in an
unused state (S104). When the MFP 100 is in the unused
state (S104: YES), it is determined whether the value of the
timer T is equal to or more than the threshold time Thl
(S105).

When the non-use time reaches the threshold time Thl
(S105: YES), the mode is changed to the sleep mode (S106).
Then, it is continuously determined whether the MFP 100 is
in the unused state (S107). When the MFP 100 is in the
unused state (S107: YES), it is determined whether the value
of the timer T is equal to or more than a threshold time Th2
and the cancellation flag is turned off (S208). The cancel-
lation flag is turned off in the stage in which the mode is not
changed to the power saving mode. When the conditions of
Step S208 are not satisfied (S208: NO), the process returns
to Step S107.

When the value of the timer T is equal to or more than the
threshold time Th2 and the cancellation flag is turned off
(S208: YES), the mode is changed to the power saving mode
(S109). Then, it is determined whether the cancellation key
43 is pressed (S110).

When the cancellation key 43 is pressed (S110: YES), the
supply of power to the control unit 30 and the operation
panel 40 is resumed and a user setting screen is displayed on
the display unit 42 (S210). As shown in FIG. 8, identification
information for identifying the user who presses the cancel-
lation key 43 is set on the user setting screen. The set
identification information is stored in the RAM 33. When
the identification information is not set, predetermined iden-
tification information (referred to as a “guest ID”) is stored.
After the identification information is set, the cancellation
flag is turned on (S211). After Step S211, the process returns
to Step S102 and the mode is changed to the ready mode.
That is, the supply of power to the image forming unit 1 and
the image reading unit 2 is resumed.

When it is determined in Step S104 or S107 that the MFP
is not in the unused state (S104: NO, S107: NO), it is
determined whether the image forming unit 1 performs
printing or the image reading unit 2 performs reading
(S221). When printing or reading is performed (S221: YES),
it is determined whether the registered user is identical to the
user who inputs a print job or a read job (S223). When the
guest 1D is registered, it is determined that the users are
identical to each other, regardless of the print job or the read
job.

When the users are identical to each other (S223: YES),
the process returns to Step S201. The cancellation flag is
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turned off and the mode is changed to the ready mode. That
is, when a job is received from the user who presses the
cancellation key 43, the stop condition returns to the con-
dition during startup. When the users are not identical to
each other (S223: NO), or when neither printing nor reading
is performed, that is, the operation panel 40 is operated
(S221: NO), the process returns to Step S102. The cancel-
lation flag is not turned off and the mode is changed to the
ready mode.

As described above, in the mode switching process
according to the second aspect, when the mode returns from
the power saving mode, it is possible to set the user
information to the stop condition. The cancellation flag is
not turned off until the job from the user who returns the
mode to the ready mode is processed. The conditions of Step
S208 are not satisfied while the cancellation flag is turned
on. That is, the stop condition (first condition) before the
mode is changed to the power saving mode is satisfied only
when the value of the timer T is equal to or more than the
threshold time Th2. However, the stop condition (second
condition) after the mode returns to the power saving mode
includes a condition in which the cancellation flag is turned
off, that is, the job from the user who returns the mode to the
ready mode is processed, in addition to the above-mentioned
conditions. Therefore, the possibility of the second condition
being satisfied is lower than that of the first condition being
satisfied. When the user presses the cancellation key 43 to
change the mode from the power saving mode to the ready
mode, it is possible to reliably process the job from the user.

Since the stop condition during startup is the first condi-
tion in which the length of the non-use time is compared
with the threshold time Th2, the possibility of the mode
being changed to the power saving mode is high. In addition,
after the job from the user who returns the mode to the ready
mode is processed, the cancellation flag is reset and the stop
condition returns to the first condition. Therefore, this con-
tributes to reducing power consumption.

[Third Aspect]

Next, the procedure of a third aspect of the mode switch-
ing process (an example of a switching unit and a change
unit) will be described with reference to the flowchart shown
in FIG. 9. The third aspect is different from the first and
second aspects in that, after the mode returns to the ready
mode, the ready mode is not changed to the power saving
mode. In the third aspect, the same steps as those in the first
aspect or the second aspect are denoted by the same refer-
ence numerals and a description thereof will not be repeated.

In the third aspect, first, the MFP 100 turns off the
cancellation flag (S201). Then, the mode is changed to the
ready mode and the supply of power to various components
of the MFP 100 starts (S102). Then, the timer T that
measures the time for which the MFP 100 is not used is
initialized to 0 and the timer T starts to measure time (S103).

Then, it is determined whether the MFP 100 is in an
unused state (S104). When the MFP 100 is in the unused
state (S104: YES), it is determined whether the value of the
timer T is equal to or more than the threshold time Thl
(S105).

When the non-use time reaches the threshold time Thl
(S105: YES), the mode is changed to the sleep mode (S106).
Then, it is continuously determined whether the MFP 100 is
in the unused state (S107). When the MFP 100 is in the
unused state (S107: YES), it is determined whether the value
of'the timer T is equal to or more than the threshold time Th2
and the cancellation flag is turned off (S208). The cancel-
lation flag is turned off in the stage in which the mode is not
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changed to the power saving mode. When the conditions of
Step S208 are not satisfied (S208: NO), the process returns
to Step S107.

When the value of the timer T is equal to or more than the
threshold time Th2 and the cancellation flag is turned off
(S208: YES), the mode is changed to the power saving mode
(S109). Then, it is determined whether the cancellation key
43 is pressed (S110). When the cancellation key 43 is
pressed (S110: YES), the cancellation flag is turned on
(S211). After Step S211, the process returns to Step S102
and the mode is changed to the ready mode.

When it is determined in Step S104 or S107 that the MFP
is not in the unused state (S104: NO, S107: NO), the process
returns to Step S102. The cancellation flag is not turned off
and the mode is changed to the ready mode.

As described above, in the mode switching process
according to the third aspect, after the mode returns from the
power saving mode, the cancellation flag is maintained in an
on state, and is not turned off. When the cancellation flag is
in the on state, the conditions of Step S208 are not satisfied.
That is, under the stop condition (second condition) after the
mode returns from the power saving mode, no condition is
satisfied. Therefore, when the user presses the cancellation
key 43 to change the mode from the power saving mode to
the ready mode, it is possible to reliably process the job of
the user.

[Fourth Aspect]

Next, the procedure of a fourth aspect of the mode
switching process (for example, an example of a change unit
and a setting unit) will be described with reference to the
flowchart shown in FIG. 10. In the fourth aspect, immedi-
ately after the power saving mode is cancelled, the stop
condition is not changed. Thereafter, when valid conditions
are satisfied, the stop condition is changed to a condition that
is more likely to be satisfied than the stop condition imme-
diately after the power saving mode is cancelled. This is the
difference from the first aspect in which, immediately after
the power saving mode is cancelled, the stop condition is
changed to a condition that is less likely to be satisfied. The
same steps as those in the first aspect are denoted by the
same reference numerals and a description thereof will not
be repeated.

In the fourth aspect, first, the MFP 100 initializes a
shortened time f to 0 (S401). The shortened time {3 is used
for the stop condition. Then, the mode is changed to the
ready mode and the supply of power to various components
of the MFP 100 starts (S102). Then, the timer T that
measures the time for which the MFP 100 is not used is
initialized to 0 and the timer T starts to measure time (S103).

Then, it is determined whether the MFP 100 is in an
unused state (S104). When the MFP 100 is in the unused
state (S104: YES), it is determined whether the value of the
timer T is equal to or more than the threshold time Thl
(S105). When the non-use time does not reach the threshold
time Th1 (S105: NO), the process returns to Step S104.

When the non-use time reaches the threshold time Thl
(S105: YES), the mode is changed to the sleep mode (S106).
Then, it is continuously determined whether the MFP 100 is
in the unused state (S107). When the MFP 100 is in the
unused state (S107: YES), it is determined whether the value
of the timer T is equal to or more than a time difference
obtained by subtracting the shortened time f from the
threshold time Th2 (S408). The threshold time Th2 is longer
than the threshold time Th1. The shortened time f is O in the
stage in which the mode is not changed to the power saving
mode. When the non-use time does not reach the time
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difference between the threshold time Th2 and the shortened
time  (S408: NO), the process returns to Step S107.

When the non-use time reaches the time difference
obtained by subtracting the shortened time  from the
threshold time Th2 (S408: YES), the mode is changed to the
power saving mode (S109). Then, it is determined whether
the cancellation key 43 is pressed (S110). When the cancel-
lation key 43 is not pressed (S110: NO), the MFP waits for
the pressing of the cancellation key 43 by the user.

When the cancellation key 43 is pressed (S110: YES), the
supply of power to the control unit 30 and the operation
panel 40 is resumed and a time reduction setting screen is
displayed on the display unit 42 (S410). A valid condition
that validates the shortened time f§ is set on the time
reduction setting screen. The valid condition includes three
conditions, that is, the execution of printing, the execution of
reading, and the execution of a panel operation, similarly to
the time extension setting screen according to the first
aspect. The user sets the valid condition, if needed.

After the valid condition is set, the process returns to Step
S401. The shortened time f is initialized to 0 and the mode
is changed to the ready mode. That is, the supply of power
to the image forming unit 1 and the image reading unit 2 is
resumed. Immediately after the power supply is resumed,
the value of the shortened time f§ is 0. The stop condition
immediately after the mode returns to the ready mode is the
same as the stop condition when the mode is changed to the
power saving mode.

When it is determined in Step S104 or S107 that the MFP
is not in the unused state, that is, when any one of printing,
reading, and the panel operation is performed (S104: NO,
S107: NO), it is determined whether the valid condition set
on the time reduction setting screen is satisfied (S421). For
example, when the valid condition is the panel operation, it
is determined whether the panel operation has been per-
formed. Since the valid condition is not set before the mode
is changed to the power saving mode, the valid condition is
not satisfied.

When the valid condition is satisfied (S421: YES), a
predetermined value is substituted into the shortened time 3
(S422) and the process returns to Step S102. When the user
can input the shortened time to the time reduction setting
screen in Step S410, the input value may be substituted into
the shortened time f. Then, the shortened time { set in Step
S422 is used to determine whether to change the mode to the
power saving mode in Step S408. Therefore, the time
required to change the mode to the power saving mode is
less than that before the valid condition is satisfied. That is,
the stop condition is likely to be satisfied.

When the valid condition is not satisfied (S421: NO), the
process returns to Step S102 without setting the shortened
time . When a plurality of valid conditions are set and at
least one of the valid conditions is satisfied in Step S421, it
is determined that the valid conditions are satisfied. When no
valid condition is set, the shortened time 3 is not set since
no valid condition is satisfied.

As described above, in the mode switching process
according to the fourth aspect, after the mode returns from
the power saving mode and when the valid condition, such
as printing, is satisfied, it is possible to use the shortened
time  and reduce the length of the non-use time required to
change to the power saving mode. Therefore, the stop
condition (fourth condition) after the mode returns from the
power saving mode and the valid condition is satisfied is
more likely to be satisfied than the stop condition (third
condition) immediately after the mode is changed to the
power saving mode. In this way, for example, after the
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printing of print data with the return of the mode to the ready
mode ends, the mode can rapidly return to the power saving
mode and it is possible to reduce power consumption.

Since the fourth condition is likely to be satisfied, an
influence on a reduction in power consumption is small even
when the third condition is preset to a condition that is less
likely to be satisfied and the time until the user inputs, for
example, an instruction to transmit print data is gained.
Therefore, it can be expected to improve the convenience of
the user while reducing the influence on a reduction in power
consumption.

This embodiment is illustrative, but does not limit the
invention. Therefore, various modifications and changes of
the invention can be made without departing from the scope
and spirit of the invention. For example, the invention is not
limited to the MFP, but can be applied to any apparatuses
having an image forming function or an image reading
function, such as a printer, a copier, a scanner, and a FAX.

In the embodiment, the mode is changed from the ready
mode to the sleep mode or from the sleep mode to the power
saving mode according to the duration of the non-use time.
However, the mode switching condition may not be the
duration of the non-use time. For example, when the MFP
100 is connected to a plurality of PCs, the mode switching
condition may be the number of PCs which can communi-
cate with the MFP 100 at the present time. That is, as the
number of PCs that can perform communication is reduced,
the possibility of the MFP 100 being used is reduced.
Therefore, for example, when the number of PCs that can
perform communication is equal to or less than a predeter-
mined value, the mode may be changed from the ready mode
to the sleep mode or the power saving mode. In addition, for
example, a photoresistor may be used to detect brightness
around the apparatus and the mode may be changed from the
ready mode to the sleep mode or the power saving mode
when it is determined that the surroundings are dark.

In the embodiment, the MFP 100 has three modes, that is,
the ready mode, the power saving mode, and the sleep mode,
but the invention is not limited thereto. For example, the
MFP 100 may have a structure in which the mode can be
switched between two modes, that is, the ready mode and the
power saving mode. In addition, the MFP 100 may have
other modes (for example, a deep sleep mode in which the
supply of power to the communication system (the network
interface 36 and the FAX interface 38) of the control unit 30
is cut for the period for which the mode is changed from the
sleep mode to the power saving mode).

In the embodiment, the control unit 30 controls both the
operation panel 40 and the communication system. How-
ever, the communication system may be controlled by a
separate control system. In this case, a mode may be
provided in which the supply of power to the control system
of the communication system is cut and the supply of power
to the operation panel 40 is maintained. In this case, the key
for resuming the supply of power to the control system of the
communication system is not limited to the dedicated key,
such as the cancellation key 43, but it may be a key which
is provided in the operation panel 40 and is used for a
different purpose.

In the embodiment, when the mode returns from the
power saving mode to the ready mode, the MFP inquires the
setting of various kinds of conditions of the user (S111 and
S210). However, the extended time «, the cancellation
condition, and user registration may be set to the fixed
values of the apparatus. In addition, the printer driver 21
incorporated into the PC 200 may be used to display a screen
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equivalent to the time extension setting screen or the user
setting screen such that various kinds of conditions can be
set from the PC 200.

In the embodiment, the “non-use time” is the duration for
which no printing, reading, and user operations are per-
formed, but the invention is not limited thereto. For
example, the non-use time may be the duration for which
neither printing nor reading is performed. That is, even when
there is a user operation, the MFP may be maintained in the
unused state.

The embodiment can be applied when reading is per-
formed, in addition to when printing is performed, that is,
when print data is input from the PC 200 to the MFP 100 and
the MFP 100 performs printing. For example, the embodi-
ment can be applied to a case in which the user sets a
document on the MFP 100 and inputs a scan instruction to
the MFP 100 using the PC 200 and the MFP 100 starts to
read the document in response to the scan instruction.

What is claimed is:
1. An image forming apparatus comprising:
a network interface configured to receive print data trans-
mitted from an external apparatus;
a printing unit configured to print the print data received
by the network interface;
a power feed unit including a non-power saving mode in
which power is supplied to the network interface and a
power saving mode in which no power is supplied to
the network interface, the power feed unit configured to
change the mode to control the supply of power to the
network interface;
an input unit configured to receive an input of a switching
instruction to switch the mode of the power feed unit
from the power saving mode in which no power is
supplied to the network interface to the non-power
saving mode in which power is supplied to the network
interface, wherein the input unit is different from the
network interface;
a display; and
a controller configured to:
determine whether a first predetermined time has
passed during the non-power saving mode in which
power is supplied to the network interface,

when the controller determines that the first predeter-
mined time has passed, switch the mode of the power
feed unit from the non-power saving mode in which
power is supplied to the network interface to the
power saving mode in which no power is supplied to
the network interface,

determine whether the switching instruction has been
received by the input unit after the mode of the
power feed unit has been switched from the non-
power saving mode in which power is supplied to the
network interface to the power saving mode in which
no power is supplied to the network interface,
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when the controller determines that the switching
instruction has been received by the input unit,
switch the mode of the power feed unit from the
power saving mode in which no power is supplied to
the network interface to the non-power saving mode
in which power is supplied to the network interface,
determine whether a second predetermined time has
passed after the mode of the power feed unit has been
switched from the power saving mode in which no
power is supplied to the network interface to the
non-power saving mode in which power is supplied
to the network interface by the switching instruction,
and
when the controller determines that the second prede-
termined time has passed, switch the mode of the
power feed unit from the non-power saving mode in
which power is supplied to the network interface to
the power saving mode in which no power is sup-
plied to the network interface,
wherein the second predetermined time is longer than the
first predetermined time,
wherein in the power saving mode, since no power is
supplied to the network interface, transmission and
reception of data between the external apparatus is
disabled,
and
wherein the controller is further configured to:
when the controller determines that the switching
instruction has been received by the input unit,
display a setting screen for setting an extended time
on the display;
set the extended time, which is not zero, based on a
time set via the setting screen; and
calculate the second predetermined time by adding the
extended time to the first predetermined time.
2. The image forming apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the controller is further configured to:
determine whether the printing unit prints the print data
before the second predetermined time has passed;
and
in response to determining that the printing unit prints
the print data before the second predetermined time
has passed, set the extended time to zero.
3. The image forming apparatus according to claim 2,
wherein the controller is further configured to:
identify a user who inputs the switching instruction;
determine a user who has the print data received by the
network interface, and
in response to determining that the printing unit prints
the print data before the second predetermined time
has passed, determine a user who has the print data
received by the network interface and set the
extended time to zero on condition that the deter-
mined user is identical to the identified user.
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